
  
 

 
 

 20
th
 Anniversary Edition of THE BOOK OF BLESSINGS 

The Groundbreaking Prayerbook by Marcia Falk to be reprinted by CCAR Press 

 

 

The Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) Press will publish a 20th Anniversary Edition of The 

Book of Blessings. Marcia Falk’s book of creative liturgy.  

 

The Book of Blessings was first published in 1996 to great acclaim. This new edition features twenty-five 

pages of new material, including a new preface by the author, and afterwords by rabbis in the USA and 

Israel: Rabbi David Ellenson, PhD, Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, PhD, Rabbi Naamah Kelman, and Rabbi Dalia 

Marx, PhD. 

 

“I hope this new volume will inspire a new generation and re-ignite those who encountered this innovative 

collection when it was first published,” said Rabbi Hara Person, Publisher of CCAR Press, “I believe that 

The Book of Blessings offers an entry point into the prayers of Judaism’s foremothers and forefathers, and 

also allows readers room to make the prayers their own.” 

 

Upon its initial release, The Book of Blessings  sparked controversy because of its novel use of gender-

neutral God-language in both Hebrew and English, as well as for its subtle assertion that God, rather than 

being a transcendent power, could be found in everyday experiences in the world.  

 

“Marcia Falk’s trailblazing approach to liturgy opened the doors to a new style of prayer. Her writing dared 

readers to rethink previous conceptions of the sacred, and she paved the way for the liturgical innovation of 

many others. That’s one of many reasons I’m so pleased to bring this book back into print,” said Rabbi 

Person.  

 

Twenty years after its initial release, The Book of Blessings continues to raise questions about theology, 

gender, language, and relationships to God that are more relevant now than ever before. As clergy and 

congregants navigate the troubling times in which we live, this collection aims to provide an additional 

resource from which not only to draw strength, but also to further delve into the nature of a lasting and 

uniquely personal relationship with the divine.  

 
### 

 
About Reform Jewish Publishing and CCAR Press: CCAR Press is the official publisher of the Reform Movement and a division of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis. Since 1889, the Central Conference of American Rabbis has been a center for lifelong rabbinic 
learning, professional development, and publishing for the 2,300 rabbis who serve more 1.5 million Reform Jews throughout North America, 
Israel and the world. CCAR Press publishes liturgical resources and texts on Jewish practice that serve its member rabbis, the Reform 
movement, and the Jewish community as a whole. CCAR Press, through its trade imprint Reform Jewish Publishing (RJP), is the steward of 
the Reform movement’s sacred texts, including its Torah Commentaries and prayer books. In addition to books, CCAR Press publishes 
CCAR Journal: The Reform Jewish Quarterly, and a wide-range of electronic resources, including e-books, apps, and Visual T'filah. 
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